
Global Justice Cleveland Annual Report for 2018 

 

 

Our group has remained the same size with a dozen active members. We have met six times 

during the year and twice for social events; a walk at Coatham Marsh in the summer and a Thai 

meal in December. We have joined with other groups for some campaigns.  This year the political 

focus has been on Brexit and it seems as though other important issues have been pushed down 

the agenda.  As we review 2018 it is still unclear what will happen over the next few months with 

the government plans to leave the EU. 

 

 

Trade 

 

With Brexit looming Trade has been an important issue this year.  A Trade Bill has been going 

through Parliament. This was presented as being a technical bill that will replicate existing trade 

agreements but it seems that it will also cover new deals and that insufficient scrutiny and 

accountability has been built into the process. We were asked to contact our MP’s about this, to ask 

them to sign the EDM128 and generally discuss the issues. Between us we cover 4 constituencies 

and three of our MP’s were contacted, two by post and one in person. 

 

Two of us met Simon Clarke the new Middlesbrough South MP. He is very rightwing and 

Eurosceptic and he is one of Rees-Mogg’s gang of 52 MP’s. There was no hope of him supporting 

our campaign on trade although we had a full discussion on the subject.  He was slightly more 

concerned about ISDS arrangements.   

 

There was a separate government consultation on 4 prospective trade deals. Some of us 

completed the on line form to submit our views.  So far there has been no formal feedback on this 

consultation but over 600,000 responses were received making it the biggest ever response to a 

government consultation. 

 

 

Global Warming   

 

We are disappointed that GJN is no longer actively campaigning on this very important issue.  

However it is worth noting that our Tory MP, Simon Clarke, is extremely concerned about this issue.  

He took the initiative to write to the PM urging her to adopt a net zero emissions target in order to 

limit the temperature increase to 1.5c. His letter was an open, cross party letter which he hoped 

other MP’s would sign. We have written to congratulate him for his actions on global warming and 

to find out his views on fracking. He has failed to respond to that query despite a second email 

being sent. 

 



Brexit   

 

The Socialist Campaign group arranged for an economist called Michael Lloyd to speak in Saltburn. 

He had worked in Europe for the Trade Unions and he is currently a visiting fellow at Newcastle 

University, giving a series of Brexit Insight lectures. We were invited to attend this meeting which a 

number of us did. 

 

There was also a Roadshow event in Newcastle arranged by Another World is Possible, which is a 

coalition. Two of our members managed to get along to the event. 

 

Hostile Environment 

 

We used the new materials to promote a discussion in our group about Global Free Movement.  

We started by listening to Holly McNish’s poem called Maths and then went through the booklet 

about Free Movement with each section being led by an individual. We had a good discussion and 

it was useful to think about the issues but on the whole we thought that it would be difficult to 

promote this booklet and defend some of its statements in our area.  We held this meeting at 

Anne’s house and she provided a supper so it was more of a social evening. 

 

 

AGM at York    

 

As this was held in the north this year, two of us were able to attend and the backs of our heads 

feature in the photo in Think Global! It was a good meeting.  One of the speakers was Jason 

Hickel. We bought his book, The Divide, which Clare has even managed to read! 

 

Farmers Market 

 

We arranged a stall at the November market. The market is a very good venue for us because the 

organiser is supportive of us and we are able to share a stall with the Allotment Association and the 

public are not in a hurry so we have time to talk to them.  The difficulty is that we really need a 

food-focussed campaign to take there.  We decided to focus on food waste which is not a GJN 

campaign but we tried to make it relevant to developing countries.  We engaged with a lot of 

people and ran out of leaflets.  Everyone was supportive and said that they do not waste food.  A 

bonus of the day was that Jeremy Corbyn made a short visit to the town to walk on the pier. We 

were able to speak to him and give him one of our leaflets. He acknowledged the importance of the 

issue and said that they are working to get something into the Labour Party manifesto on the 

subject. 

 

  



General GJN Issues 

 

⚫ The local Radio Zetland did an interview with one of the National GJN staff, unfortunately we 

were not contacted in advance so were not able to publicise our meetings.  

⚫ We have interest from 3 people who may join our group, if we can find a suitable weekday 

evening to meet on. 

⚫ Our struggle with the Co-op bank continues. We have now found out who are signatories are. 

Jacky is trying to add her name and change the address that statements are sent to.  Our 

annual subscriptions are slightly less than our subscription to National but we generally have 

few other running costs. 

 

Possible Future Campaigns and Events 

 

⚫ We have not done anything on the Pharma campaign although it remains a major GJN 

campaign. 

⚫ Justin has stopped showing films on a regular basis.  This was a good forum for reaching 

different people and having a debate.  We could possibly reinstate something along those 

lines but we are not quite a cavalier as Justin when ignoring the need for a licence. 

⚫ MIMA in Middlesbrough does a free lunch on Thursdays. This event is well attended and would 

be a venue for handing out leaflets. 

⚫ Pint of Politics. This is an occasional event arranged by a group of Labour Party activists at the 

Green Dragon Theatre in Stockton.  They take a look at different topics, with speakers and/or 

a film. This is a free venue and there is a ready-make audience so it would be a possible venue 

for a future event.  The green candidate for Scarborough and Whitby, David Malone, would be 

willing to speak at this or another event. 

 

 

 

 

 


